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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN REACTIONS TO RHODESIAN RAID 

1 . PRESS COVERAGE IN BOTH ENGLISH AND AFRIKAANS PAPERS 
OF RHODESIAN RAID IN MOZAMBIQUE WAS EXTENSIVE THROUGHOUT 
LAST WEEK. REPORTING HAS BEEN FACTUAL WHEREAS EDITORIAL 
COMMENT HAS BEEN MOSTLY CRITICAL. CRUX OF COMMENT HAS 
BEEN THAN AN OUTSIDER COULD UNDERSTAND RHODESIA'S 
TEMPTATIMN TO STRIKE AT BASE CAMPS, BUT RAID WAS BADLY 
TIMED. THREE AREAS OF CONCERN ARE FOCUSED ON BY PRESS 
ACCOUNTS: FIRST OF ALL, POSSIBILITY OF UPSETTING 
DELICATE NEGOTIATIONS BEING CONDUCTED BY BRITISH AND 
AMERICANS; SECOND, POSSIBILITY OF RAID CAUSING 
INCREASED SOVIET AND CUBAN PRESENCE IN MOZAMBIQUE; 

AND, THIRD, FACT THAT IT DEVELOPED INTO MORE THAN 
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"HOT PURSUIT" OPERATION, WHICH MANY SOUTH AFRICAN 
OBSERVERS FEEL IS JUSTIFIED. FURTHER DIMENSION 
BROACHED BY ONE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PAPER IS FACT THAT 
BRITISH AND AMERICANS CALLED ON SAG TO HELP ENCOURAGE 
RHODESIA'S WITHDRAWAL. IT COMMENTS THAT CONSTRUCTIVE 
ROLE SAG IS CAPABLE OF PLAYING HAS BEEN PROVED, BUT 
THAT US HAS " OVERPLAYED ITS HAND" IN DEMANDING " ONE-MAN, 
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ONE- VOTE" FOR SOUTH AFRICA AND THEREFORE SAG HAS NO 
INCENTIVE " TO SMOOTH THE WAY FOR PEACE IN RHODESIA." 

2. SAG REACTION HAS BEEN MINIMAL. THERE WERE NO 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS DURING RAID. ON JUNE 2, FOREIGN 
MINISTER BOTHA WAS QUOTED IN PRESS AS CONFIRMING THAT 
SAG " HAS SPOKEN TO THE RHODESIANS." HE WOULD NOT 
ELABORATE EXCEPT TO SAY THAT HE HAD POINTED OUT 
"ALTERNATIVES REGARDING THE MATTER." PRESS WENT ON 
TO SPECULATE THAT IT WAS SAG POLICY NOT TO APPLY 
PRESSURE ON RHODESIA AND IT WAS UNLIKELY THAT IT DID 
SO IN THIS CASE. ALONG THIS LINE, SAG CONTROLLED RADIO 
COMMENTED JUNE 3 THAT SAG WAS TOTALLY NEUTRAL ON THIS 
MATTER IN KEEPING WITH LONG STANDING POLICY 
OF NON-INTERFERENCE IN OTHER COUNTRIES. BOWDLER 
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